
English II Pre-AP  Social Ethics 

Literary Analysis Essay: “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” [OUTLINE] 
 

Part of Essay Notes 

Introduction 
a. Background information about the story: idyllic society, terrible price 

(child), some accept, some don’t (commentary on the ethical dilemma 
of prosperity at the price of human suffering) 

b. Claim: The narrator contrasts a tone of wonder and admiration toward 
the city and citizens of Omelas with a tone of mystery and apprehension 
toward those who desert the city in order to emphasize the difficulty of 
the ethical decision made by the ones who walk away. 

Note that the claim does the following: 

 It discusses a shift in tone. 

 It names what the tone is 

directed toward (the city and 

citizens, those who desert the 

city). 

 It uses specific words to refer to 

the tone (wonder, admiration, 

mystery, apprehension). 

 It connects the shift in tone to 

the author’s purpose (in order 

to emphasize the difficulty of the 

ethical decision . . .). 

Body Paragraph 1 
a. Claim: narrator’s tone toward the city is full of wonder and admiration 
b. Possible Grounds: “merry women carrying their babies and chatting as 

they walked” (423); “shimmering of gong and tambourine” (423); 
“pranced” (423); “cheerful faint sweetness of the air” (423); “not dulcet 
shepherds, noble savages, bland utopians” (424); “not naïve and happy 
children” (424); “fairy tale” (424); “boundless and generous 
contentment” (425); “magnanimous triumph” (425); “faces of small 
children are amiably sticky” (425); “benign” (425); “tall young men wear 
her flowers in their shining hair” (425) 

c. Warrant Notes: diction emphasizes the narrator’s admiration for the 
people; imagery shows that the narrator’s impression is dreamy and 
idyllic 

The topic sentence of a paragraph is also 

considered a claim because, in order to 

make the larger argument, the writer 

must prove the smaller argument about 

the narrator’s tone. 

 

Note that the grounds only include 

individual word choices (diction) and 

phrases with sensory details (imagery). 

 

Note how the parenthetical citations 

work: “[Quote]” (page number). It is not 

necessary to write “Le Guin” in the 

citation because the essay cites only from 

one source. 

Body Paragraph 2 
a. Claim: narrator’s tone toward the ones who walk away is mysterious and 

apprehensive 
b. Possible Grounds: “alone” (427)—repeated several times; “through the 

beautiful gates” (427); “across the farmlands” (427), connect to 
“abundance of their harvest” (426); “towards the mountains” (427); 
“between the houses with yellow-lit windows, and on out into the 
darkness” (427); “even less imaginable . . . than the city of happiness” 
(427); “seem” (427) 

c. Warrant Notes: repetition of “alone” emphasizes solitude; imagery 
emphasizes the comfort and luxury that they’re leaving behind; image of 
windows sharpens the contrast between the comfort of the citizens and 
the uncertain future of the ones who walk away; darkness symbolizes 
the mystery of their future; “seem” adds to the sense of uncertainty—
overall purpose: shows the bravery and moral conviction of the ones 
who walk away, since they’re making the hard choice to leave all the 
comfort behind 

The topic sentence here handles the 

second part of the overall claim. 

 

Note how the writer chooses to connect a 

quotation about the ones who walk away 

to a quotation from an earlier part of the 

text. Also, again note that the quotations 

are individual words or phrases. 

 

 

Conclusion 
a. overall point: story is a parable about exploitation and the ethical choice 

that some people make to refuse to participate in it; Le Guin doesn’t 
make the story trite by describing the ones who walk away in a 
pretentious or cheesy glorious tone—instead, she focuses on the reality 
of how difficult it is to give up luxury and how people make the ethical 
choice without knowing where it will lead 

b. restate claim: Le Guin underlines this point about the allure of wealth 
and the difficulty of giving it up through the sharp contrast in tone with 
which the narrator describes the city and the ones who abandon it. 

Note that the conclusion gives the reader 

something to think about by discussing 

the overall point of the story. 

 

The claim is paraphrased rather than 

restated verbatim to keep the writing 

fresh instead of making it boringly 

repetitive. 

 


